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were more persistent in maintaining their rights of opinion,
The persecutors were, on the whole, impartial in their intol-
erance. The same whip that scored the back of Holmes,
the Baptist, fell on that of Wharton, the Quaker. The same
decree of banishment was issued against Mary Dyer and
Anne Hntchinson. The same jail door that was shut upon
the twelve-year-old Quaker girl was closed also upon the
learned and world-traveled Dr. Child, the Episcopalian.

The Friends have been accused of running upon the
sword of the law held out against them, of glorying in per-
secution. This charge was urged against the early Chris-
tians. It was said of the martyr Ignatius, on his way to
Rome, that he longed to come to the beasts that were to
devour him ; that he would invite them to tear him ; nay,
should they refuse to do so, he would force them. The
good Emperor Marcus Antoninus expressed his dislike of
the Christian sect, because of their "obstinacy in seeking
death." It must be owned that the persecuted Quakers
were more afraid of violating conscience than unrighteous
law. They held duty paramount to any other considera-
tion. They could die, but they could not deny the truth.
To such " obstinacy " the world is largely indebted. The
religious freedom of our age is the legacy of the heroic con-
fessors, who suffered and died rather than yield their hon-
est convictions. It was Quaker " obstinacy" and sturdy
endurance which opened the jails of England, crowded with
Presbyterians and Independents, among them the great
names of Baxter and Bunyan. Baxter, who hated them
with all the intensity of his nature, owns that the Quakers,
by their perseverance in holding their religious meetings in
defiance of penal laws and brutal mobs, took upon them-
.selves the burden of persecution, which would otherwise
have fallen on himself and his Presbyterian friends ; and
especially mentions with commendation the noble and suc-
cessful plea of William Penn before the Recorder's Court
of London, based on the fundamental liberties of English-
men secured by the Great Charter.

The inheritors of the name and religious opinions of the
suffering Friends of New England have no wish to deprive